Thank you for coming to the Japan Festival Wellington!
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An estimated 25,000 people filled TSB Arena & Shed 6 to enjoy the Japan Festival Wellington on
Saturday, 18t June 2022. It was a special privilege to welcome Their Excellences The Rt Hon Dame Cindy
Kiro and Dr Richard Davies for the first time to the Opening, joining Mayor Andy Foster and Mrs Ann
Foster, Ambassador ITO Koichi and Mrs ITO Misako, along with other distinguished guests, in enjoying a
graceful Tea Ceremony. The Festival was also an auspicious occasion to celebrate together the 70th
anniversary of the close diplomatic ties between Japan and New Zealand.

The audience were thrilled by spectacular stage shows by performers from Wellington and Auckland,
including traditional dance and music, the Tsugaru Shamisen and Taiko drums, J-Rock, pop culture, martial
arts, and live drawing of mythical Japanese creatures known as “Yokai”. The bustling crowd spread around
cultural stalls which showed bonsai, pottery, kimono and Japanese textiles, ikebana, and Hiroshige style
painting among many others. Fabulous food and sake satisfied everyone’s taste buds. The venue was
vibrant and full of joy during the Festival.

This success was achieved thanks to the efforts and passionate support of so many people, including
sponsors, performers, exhibitors, the Wellington Japan Festival Trust members, volunteers, and Wellington
City Council. We express our sincere gratitude for everyone’s dedication and hard work, and look forward
to seeing you all at the next Festival in 2024!
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1. Opening Ceremony #—7=>4 =t

(Photo by the Governor General’s Office)
Shakuhachi (bamboo flute) performed by
Yoshikuni Hasegawa

BRI ZERARIZKDOIR/I\DES

(Photo by the Governor General’s Office)
Speech by Her Excellency The Rt
Honourable Dame Cindy Kiro
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Tea ceremony by Wellington Omotesenke
Sado Club
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Ms Jennifer King, Chair of the Japan Festival
Trust, explaining about the Giant Kimono
Exhibition to The Rt Honourable Dame Cindy
Kiro
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From left,

Mrs ITO Misako, Mayor Andy Foster,
Ambassador ITO Koichi, The Rt
Honourable Dame Cindy Kiro, Dr
Richard Davies, Ms Jennifer King
(Chair), Ms Mayu Suzuki (Vice Chair),
Mrs Ann Foster
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2. Cultural Performances 3{E4E

‘Akane’ performing regional folk songs and the
chanting of Japanese poetry, ‘Shigin’, backed
by the Tsugaru shamisen and the Japanese
drum REE-#H5JIIL—JTHE (Akane) |DES
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Taiko Drumming by Taikoza Wellington
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Koten Classical Japanese Dance by

Koten Dance Group
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‘Neo’ playing Japan’s traditional 3-stringed
instrument, the Tsugaru Shamisen.
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Live drawing of “Yokai (supernatural
monsters)” by Artist and illustrator Jun Arita
T—TARNERASAN —2—DEHBKIZKLHIKE
SA4T7—k

(Photo by Humaidi Ridwan)

Neo Kimono Style Fashion Show by Essence of
Japan
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‘Ao: Maori / Japanese Musical Collaboration’ by J-Rock (Japanese rock music) by
Salina Fisher, Jerome Kavanagh, Neil Macleod Sleepwalk Skeleton
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Naginata Demonstration by Wellington Naginata
Club
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Kyudo (Japanese Archery) Demonstration
by Wellington Kyudo Club
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Judo Demonstration by Wellington Judo Academy Kendo Demonstration by Y6shinkan Kendo
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Wellington Sakai Association
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The audience enjoying the main stage
perfomances
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Introduing Honeywa, the ‘yurukyara’ mascot by Narukami Taiko Performance

ES



3. Culture Stalls and Exhibitions HEBI—XRUET

Bonsai on display at ‘MiniGardens Bonsai NZ°  Pottery works on display at “Tea Ware —
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Ikebana Exhibition — Sogetsu School Giant Kimono created by students from 16 schools
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Japanese Textiles Wellington in The Style of Hiroshige
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(Photo by Humaidi Ridwan) (Photo by Dr Adrian Lumsden)
Kids having fun experiencing sumo Sashiko (Japanese embroidery) Exhibition and
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Hugging Zespri’'s Kiwi Brothers Visitors in anime costumes
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Kid enjoying sumo Kids beating the taiko drum
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4. Food Stalls &&7—x

Oryzae Amazake TATSUSHI
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Zenkuro Sake The Bento Bar

NZD BARBEA—H—TEE DIV EFEOBRTA)HAADNBEOHICTFYHLE

e R % 2 - % & : (Photo by Hiroya Higashi)
JETAA Wellington Taiyaki Visitors enjoying Japanese food
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