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L I V I N G  &  T H R I V I N G  I N  N Z  –
J A P A N E S E  P E R S P E C T I V E S

I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  K O R Y U

F r o m  S t r e e t  D a n c e  t o
S t r e e t  A r t

Q: What inspired you to start painting murals?

Back in university, I  was really into breakdancing. One day at a dance

studio, I  saw a street artist doing a live painting, and it hit me like a

bolt of lightning. that was the moment everything started.

After graduating, I  worked in advertising design, which allowed me to

stay connected to the creative world. Then, during a working holiday

in Australia, I  was drawn to the freedom of its art scene. I  spent

about a year painting almost every day on the famous free wall at

Hosier Lane in Melbourne. I ’d love to attend a formal art school

someday, but so far, I ’m self-taught.

Q: What brought you to NZ?

It was close to Australia, and the visa process was relatively easy. I

initially moved to Wellington, known to be a creative city, but the

pandemic limited opportunities. I  ended up moving to Christchurch

after securing a job—only to be hit by lockdown.

By chance, a classmate from junior high was living in Geraldine and

offered me a place to stay at the motel they run. That gave me the

space to keep creating. One of my murals was featured in the local

paper, which led to more work—and ever since, I ’ve made the South

Island my base.

community—from planning to execution—and that helps energise

the people around it. I  try to create opportunities for locals to

come and watch the painting process, like a live performance. I  often

schedule projects around weekends or times when more people are

likely to be around.

One memorable example was a mural I did for a youth mental health

support facility (photo below). I  asked the young people there, “If

you were a part of nature, what would you be?” Their answers—

words reflecting their personal identities—inspired the mural’s

design.

NZ may have a smaller population than Japan, but more people here

seem to have the mindset of purchasing art as part of their living

space.

M u r a l s  a s  a  T o o l  f o r
C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t

Q: What’s the mural art scene like in NZ?

It’s a great environment for mural artists. Mural culture is thriving

in many parts of the world, and I feel there’s still a lot of room for

it to grow here in New Zealand as well.

What’s especially interesting is how murals are embraced as a

community activity here. The process itself often involves the 

Q: Are there any challenges unique to NZ?

Yes.  certain animals like possums and rabbits are considered invasive

or pests here, so I  try to avoid featuring them in my work out of

respect for local sensitivities.



Editor 's �Note
While�traveling�in�Queenstown,�I�came�across�a�stunning
mural�of�a�goddess�drawing�a�bow.�I�was�so�captivated
and�looked�up�the�artist―only�to�discover�it�was�created
by�a�Japanese�muralist!�That’s�how�I�came�to�know�about
KORYU.��His�bold�and�imaginative�compositions�not�only
capture�the�beauty�of�NZ’s�natural�landscape,�but�also
reflect�the�spirit�of�each�local�community.�His�work�brings
colour�and�life�to�towns�across�the�country.
I�look�forward�to�the�day�we’ll�see�one�of�KORYU’s�murals
here�in�the�Wellington�area―and�in�the�meantime,�I’ll�be
cheering�for�his�continued�success!
Follow�KORYU�on�Instagram:�@koryu88

Also, I ’ve painted murals in Japan as well, and it’s interesting to see

how preferences and standards vary from country to country, or

even region to region.

D e s i g n i n g  w i t h  t h e
P u b l i c  i n  M i n d

Q:  What is your creative process like?

Once I receive a commission, I  begin by discussing the project details

with the client—this includes the concept, budget, timeline, and

overall purpose. I  actually spend more time on the planning stage

than on the painting itself.

 I  refer to the sketches and notes I’ve built up on paper over time,

then digitise and colour them using my iPad to create a visual

proposal. During this phase, I  also use tools like Google Street View

to study the mural site and consider how it will be seen by people

passing by. I  think carefully about the angles and sightlines, how the

mural will look from different viewpoints, and I place the main motif

in the most eye-catching spot to make sure it stands out.

Q: Is there a common concept that runs through your work?

I ’m still figuring that out!  and I think I’ll probably be searching for it

my whole life (laughs). When it comes to community murals, I  try to

create something that resonates with the people who live there.

Q: How would you describe your art in one word?

"WAKUWAKU (Exciting)."

If I  don’t feel that sense of excitement while creating, I  don’t believe

the work will turn out well. I  always aim to carry that energy into

each project. Ideally, I  want to create pieces that still feel exciting

and meaningful, even years down the line.

C r e a t i n g  A r t  T h a t
S p a r k s  J o y — E v e n  Y e a r s
L a t e r

Q: What would you like to take on next?

 One of the reasons I first went abroad was because I had the dream

of traveling around the world. Going forward, I ’d love to paint in

different countries, especially in places with a strong mural

culture.

I want to create works that reflect the local themes and connect

with the people and stories of each place I visit.

A  D r e a m  t o  P a i n t  W a l l s
A r o u n d  t h e  W o r l d

K e e p  C r e a t i n g ,  S t a y
r e s p e c t f u l

Q: What do you value most in your work?

 I  try not to get too caught up in success or failure. What matters

most to me is continuing to create. There are things you can only

discover by staying consistent and doing the work over time.

I also believe it's important to show respect and gratitude to the

people who entrust me with their projects.

https://www.instagram.com/koryu88


ニ ュ ー ジ ー ラ ン ド で 輝 く
⽇ 本 ⼈ �

KORYUさん �

群⾺県育ち。NZ在住5年⽬。�

� �現在はダニーデンをベースに、NZ

各地でミューラル（壁画）を制

作、数々のアワードも受賞。�

� �今回は、ミューラルアーティスト

KORYUさんに「NZでミューラル

を描くことの魅⼒」や想いについ

て伺いました。�
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取材後記 �
旅先のクイーンズタウンで⾒かけた⼸を構える⼥神のミューラルに⼼奪われ、調べたら、なんと⽇本の⽅による作
品！ミューラルアーティストのKORYUさんを知ることになった経緯です。独創的でダイナミックな構図で描かれた作
品の数々は、NZの⾃然の美しさを表現するだけでなく、コミュニティの特徴を捉え、NZの町を彩っています。ウェリ
ントンエリアにもKORYUさんの作品を⾒ることができる⽇を⼼待ちにしつつ、ご活躍を応援しています！
KORYUさんのInstagramアカウント@koryu88
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