
Ta k a � & � H a r u �
� �( Ta k ama s a � S a i t o ) �

Now � in �h i s � 26 th � yea r � l i v ing � i n �New
Zea land , � Takamasa �Sa i to �works � a s � a
p ro fes s iona l � che f � i n �Chr i stchurch
wh i l e � c reat ing �Rub ik ’ s � Cube � a r t
w i th �h i s � son , �Ha ruma . � The �duo,
known �as � Taka �& �Haru , � a c t i ve l y

share � the i r �work �on � In stag ram �and
other �p l at fo rms . �We � spoke �w i th

Taka , � poss ib l y �New �Zea land ’ s � on ly
Rub ik ’ s � Cube � a r t i st , � about �how �he
got � s ta r ted � and �what �d r i ves �h i s

c reat i ve � j ou rney.
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L I V I N G  &  T H R I V I N G  I N  N Z  –
J A P A N E S E  P E R S P E C T I V E S

I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  T a k a

I n s p i r e d  b y  a n  I n s t a g r a m
P o s t

Q: What made you start creating Rubik’s Cube art?

   I  originally competed in speedcubing, where the aim is to

solve a Rubik’s Cube as quickly as possible. I  learned

techniques from YouTube and Instagram and even took part in

competitions.

One day, I  came across artists creating artwork with Rubik’s

Cubes. I  was blown away by a “Mona Lisa” piece by a French

artist and a portrait of “Keith Richards” by a Canadian artist

on Instagram. I  was amazed that such a world even existed.

   While many Rubik’s Cube artists exist globally, I  couldn’t

find any in New Zealand. That’s when I thought, “Why not give it

a try ourselves?” So, we took on the challenge. In the

beginning, we had no idea how to proceed. I  reached out to

around 30 artists overseas via DM, asking about design

techniques and materials. Only one artist from Australia

replied, and from there, we began practicing.  Our first piece

featured rugby legend Richie McCaw, created using 456 cubes.

   Since there are only six available colors on a Rubik’s Cube,

careful color balance is essential. For example, since there’s

no black, we use combinations of blue, orange, and yellow to

simulate darker tones.

    Depending on the number of cubes used, the arrangement

process can take up to ten hours. I  usually solve a cube in

about 45 seconds, while Haruma can do it in as fast as 25

seconds.

 Our subjects are often athletes or musicians I admire. One of

my favorites is our portrait of Ardie Savea. We’ve also

received great responses to works featuring characters from

anime and manga posted on Instagram.

    In the future, we’d love to create works featuring New

Zealand’s native birds or even original illustrations.

T h e  C h a l l e n g e  o f
E x p r e s s i n g  w i t h  O n l y

S i x  C o l o r s
Q: How do you create your works?

    I  handle the design, and my son Haruma and I arrange the

cubes together. I  start by converting a photo into a pixel-

style image. This process can take up to eight hours.



Editor 's �Note
Taka�&�Haru�are�steadily�expanding�their�reach�with�a
shared�hobby�that’s�gaining�recognition�across�New
Zealand.�They’ll�also�be�appearing�at�Hutt�Japan�Day�on
November�9. � �Don’t�miss�the�chance�to�see�their�creative
process�up�close!
Check�out�their�amazing�works�on�Instagram:
@hcubenz

    Since we can only place around 80 cubes per hour, we

prepared more than half in advance at home, and finished the

rest live at the stadium. Audiences got to watch us solve and

place the cubes in real time. The time pressure made it a tense

but exciting experience.

    Thanks to this piece, we had the incredible opportunity to

perform during a Crusaders match and even meet the players in

person. We also received recognition from the Minister of

Education, Erica Stanford. Through Rubik’s Cube art, we’ve had

many amazing encounters.

A  S h a r e d  F a t h e r - S o n
P r o j e c t

Q: You create the art together as a father-son team?

   Rubik’s Cube art is a painstaking process, and Haruma is

only in Year 5, so he sometimes loses interest. But as a

parent, I  feel incredibly happy to share a creative journey

with my son and work on something together like this.

Q: What do you find appealing about the Rubik’s Cube?

   Its beauty lies in its balance of simplicity and depth. The

basic concept, aligning six colors, is easy to understand, but

the number of possible combinations is a mind-blowing 40

quintillion.

    If you want to master it, there’s an endless path of

exploration. Some people pursue speed, like in speedcubing,

while others use it as a medium of expression, like we do with

Rubik’s Cube art. The possibilities change depending on how

you use it, which makes it even more fascinating.

T h e  S i m p l e  Y e t  D e e p
W o r l d  o f  t h e  C u b e

Q: What’s your dream?

    A new stadium will open in Christchurch next year, and I’d

love to create a piece themed around the All Blacks to

present at one of their matches.

    I  also hope to exhibit our works in different parts of New

Zealand. My goal is to make pieces that people enjoy and that

bring smiles to their faces. Just like I  was amazed when I first

saw cube art, I  want others to feel that same “SUGOI (Wow)!”

moment.

S h a r i n g  t h e  
“ S U G O I  ( W o w )  ! ”

Q: What have you been working on recently?

   Most recently, we created a piece of Crusaders captain

david Havili,  which we presented during a match against the

Blues. It was our largest work to date, using 840 cubes.

A  b i g  s t a g e  W o r t h  t h e
E f f o r t



ニ ュ ー ジ ー ラ ン ド で 輝 く
⽇ 本 ⼈ �

Ta k a � & � H a r u
（⻫藤貴将）さん �

NZ在住２６年⽬。クライストチャーチで、

本業のシェフの仕事をしながら、息⼦の春

⾺くんとともにルービックキューブアート

を制作し、Instagramなどで発信中。今回

は、NZでおそらく最初のルービックキュー

ブアーティストTaka�&�Haruの⻫藤貴将さ
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取 材 後 記 �
親⼦で共通の趣味がニュージーランドの⽅々にアートとして評価され、活動の幅を徐々に広げているTaka�&�Haruの
お⼆⼈。なんと11⽉9⽇に開催されるHutt�Japan�Dayにも出演予定とのこと！間近で作品が作られていく様⼦を⾒る
ことができるチャンスです。ぜひ⾜をお運びください。
お⼆⼈の作品はこちら。�Taka�&�Haru�Instagram�@hcubenz
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