LIVING & THRIVING IN NZ -
JAPANESE PERSPECTIVES

INTERVIEW WITH TAKA

Taka & Haru
(Takamasa Saito)

Now in his 26th year living in New
Zealand, Takamasa Saito works as a
professional chef in Christchurch
while creating Rubik’s Cube art
with his son, Haruma. The duo,
known as Taka & Haru, actively
share their work on Instagram and
other platforms. We spoke with
Taka, possibly New Zealand’s only
Rubik’s Cube artist, about how he
got started and what drives his
creative journey.

INSPIRED BY AN INSTAGRAM
POST

0: WHAT MADE YOU START CREATING RUBIK'S CUBE ART?

| ORIGINALLY COMPETED IN SPEEDCUBING, WHERE THE AIM IS TO
SOLVE A RUBIK'S CUBE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. | LEARNED
TECHNIQUES FROM YOUTUBE AND INSTAGRAM AND EVEN TOOK PART IN
COMPETITIONS.
ONE DAY, | CAME ACROSS ARTISTS CREATING ARTWORK WITH RUBIK'S
CUBES. | WAS BLOWN AWAY BY A “MONA LISA" PIECE BY A FRENCH
ARTIST AND A PORTRAIT OF “KEITH RICHARDS" BY A CANADIAN ARTIST
ON INSTAGRAM. | WAS AMAZED THAT SUCH A WORLD EVEN EXISTED.

WHILE MANY RUBIK'S CUBE ARTISTS EXIST GLOBALLY, I COULDN'T
FIND ANY IN NEW ZEALAND. THAT'S WHEN I THOUGHT, “WHY NOT GIVE IT
A TRY OURSELVES?" SO, WE TOOK ON THE CHALLENGE. IN THE
BEGINNING, WE HAD NO IDEA HOW TO PROCEED. | REACHED OUT TO
AROUND 30 ARTISTS OVERSEAS VIA DM, ASKING ABOUT DESIGN
TECHNIQUES AND MATERIALS. ONLY ONE ARTIST FROM AUSTRALIA
REPLIED, AND FROM THERE, WE BEGAN PRACTICING. OUR FIRST PIECE
FEATURED RUGBY LEGEND RICHIE MCCAW, CREATED USING 456 CUBES.

THE CHALLENGE OF
EXPRESSING WITH ONLY
SIX COLORS

0: HOW DO YOU CREATE YOUR WORKS?

| HANDLE THE DESIGN, AND MY SON HARUMA AND | ARRANGE THE
CUBES TOGETHER. | START BY CONVERTING A PHOTO INTO A PIXEL-
STYLE IMAGE. THIS PROCESS CAN TAKE UP TO EIGHT HOURS.

SINCE THERE ARE ONLY SIX AVAILABLE COLORS ON A RUBIK'S CUBE,
CAREFUL COLOR BALANCE IS ESSENTIAL. FOR EXAMPLE, SINCE THERE'S
NO BLACK, WE USE COMBINATIONS OF BLUE, ORANGE, AND YELLOW TO
SIMULATE DARKER TONES.

DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER OF CUBES USED, THE ARRANGEMENT
PROCESS CAN TAKE UP TO TEN HOURS. | USUALLY SOLVE A CUBE IN
ABOUT 45 SECONDS, WHILE HARUMA CAN DO IT IN AS FAST AS 25
SECONDS.

OUR SUBJECTS ARE OFTEN ATHLETES OR MUSICIANS | ADMIRE. ONE OF
MY FAVORITES IS OUR PORTRAIT OF ARDIE SAVEA. WE'VE ALSO
RECEIVED GREAT RESPONSES TO WORKS FEATURING CHARACTERS FROM
ANIME AND MANGA POSTED ON INSTAGRAM.

IN THE FUTURE, WE'D LOVE TO CREATE WORKS FEATURING NEW
ZEALAND'S NATIVE BIRDS OR EVEN ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS.



A BIG STAGE WORTH THE
EFFORT

0: WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN WORKING ON RECENTLY?

MOST RECENTLY, WE CREATED A PIECE OF CRUSADERS CAPTAIN
DAVID HAVILI, WHICH WE PRESENTED DURING A MATCH AGAINST THE
BLUES. IT WAS OUR LARGEST WORK TO DATE, USING 840 CUBES.

SINCE WE CAN ONLY PLACE AROUND 80 CUBES PER HOUR, WE
PREPARED MORE THAN HALF IN ADVANCE AT HOME, AND FINISHED THE
REST LIVE AT THE STADIUM. AUDIENCES GOT TO WATCH US SOLVE AND
PLACE THE CUBES IN REAL TIME. THE TIME PRESSURE MADE IT A TENSE
BUT EXCITING EXPERIENCE.

THANKS TO THIS PIECE, WE HAD THE INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO
PERFORM DURING A CRUSADERS MATCH AND EVEN MEET THE PLAYERS IN
PERSON. WE ALSO RECEIVED RECOGNITION FROM THE MINISTER OF
EDUCATION, ERICA STANFORD. THROUGH RUBIK'S CUBE ART, WE'VE HAD
MANY AMAZING ENCOUNTERS.

A SHARED FATHER-SON
PROJECT

0: YOU CREATE THE ART TOGETHER AS A FATHER-SON TEAM?

RUBIK'S CUBE ART IS A PAINSTAKING PROCESS, AND HARUMA IS
ONLY IN YEAR 5, SO HE SOMETIMES LOSES INTEREST. BUT AS A
PARENT, | FEEL INCREDIBLY HAPPY TO SHARE A CREATIVE JOURNEY
WITH MY SON AND WORK ON SOMETHING TOGETHER LIKE THIS.

THE SIMPLE YET DEEP
WORLD OF THE CUBE

Q: WHAT DO YOU FIND APPEALING ABOUT THE RUBIK'S CUBE?

ITS BEAUTY LIES IN ITS BALANCE OF SIMPLICITY AND DEPTH. THE
BASIC CONCEPT, ALIGNING SIX COLORS, IS EASY TO UNDERSTAND, BUT
THE NUMBER OF POSSIBLE COMBINATIONS IS A MIND-BLOWING 40
QUINTILLION.

[F 'YOU WANT TO MASTER IT, THERE'S AN ENDLESS PATH OF
EXPLORATION. SOME PEOPLE PURSUE SPEED, LIKE IN SPEEDCUBING,
WHILE OTHERS USE IT AS A MEDIUM OF EXPRESSION, LIKE WE DO WITH
RUBIK'S CUBE ART. THE POSSIBILITIES CHANGE DEPENDING ON HOW
YOU USE IT, WHICH MAKES IT EVEN MORE FASCINATING.

SHARING THE
“SUGol twowy !”

0: WHAT'S YOUR DREAM?

A NEW STADIUM WILL OPEN IN CHRISTCHURCH NEXT YEAR, AND I'D
LOVE TO CREATE A PIECE THEMED AROUND THE ALL BLACKS TO
PRESENT AT ONE OF THEIR MATCHES.

| ALSO HOPE TO EXHIBIT OUR WORKS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF NEW
ZEALAND. MY GOAL IS TO MAKE PIECES THAT PEOPLE ENJOY AND THAT
BRING SMILES TO THEIR FACES. JUST LIKE | WAS AMAZED WHEN | FIRST
SAW CUBE ART, | WANT OTHERS T0 FEEL THAT SAME “SUGOI (WOW)!”
MOMENT.

Editor's Note

Taka & Haru are steadily expanding their reach with a
shared hobby that’s gaining recognition across New
Zealand. They’ll also be appearing at Hutt Japan Day on
November 9. Don’t miss the chance to see their creative
process up close!

Check out their amazing works on Instagram:
@hcubenz
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