AN

Kingd
Sharact e

JAPAN:Kingdom of

Characters

Wednesday 14 November —
Saturday 1 December 2012

Chambers@241

241 Moorhouse Avenue Christchurch

Gallery Hours:

Monday, Tuesday Closed

Wednesday - Friday 11.00 am —5.30 pm
Saturday 10.00 am —2.00 pm

Sunday Closed

Admission Free
Organised by the Japan Foundation & Consular Office of Japan
For information contact Consular Office of Japan

Email: cultural.info.sec@jpncon.org.nz
Tel: (03) 366-5680
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In recent years, a subculture related to Japanese anime and manga has rapidly attracted worldwide
attention. To make the most of this trend, the Japan Foundation has organized this traveling exhi-
bition called " JAPAN:Kingdom of Characters" which examines characters as one radical aspect of this
subculture.

Used unhesitatingly by both adults and children in private and public spaces, before we realize
it, these characters have become a part of our daily landscape. One finds, for example, characters
printed on bank passbooks and train commutation passes, and as indicated by the regular and
seemingly natural presence of stuffed mascots at local police boxes, they have permeated everyday
life in Japan to a degree that would be unthinkable in most other countries.

What exactly is a character? Why are they so popular? What kind of society do these characters
reflect and what kind of influence do they exert on that society? And finally, where is Japanese char-
acter culture headed? In this exhibition, as we introduce the intimate relationship between charac-
ters and Japanese people, we hope that the visitors will gain a better understanding of the cultural :
and historical background behind the Japanese love of characters as well as the future of characters Hikonyan
in contemporary Japan. LRy
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©Tezuka Productions/Mushi Production | ©Fujio Productions | ©Tsuburaya Productions | ©FUJIKO STUDIO |
©HIKARI PRO. | ©1976, 2010 SANRIO CO., LTD. | ©Leiji Matsumoto, Toei Animation | ©Go Nagai/Dynamic
Planning lllustration by Kazuhiro Ochi | ©SEKIGUCHI | ©1971 ISHIMORI PRODUCTION INC. AND TOEI COMPANY,
LTD. | ©Fuijiko-Pro, Shogakukan, TV-Asahi, Shin-ei and ADK | ©SATORU TSUDA | ©SOTSU SUNRISE | ©Rumiko
Takahashi / Shogakukan Weekly Shonen Sunday | ©LOTTE / BIKKURIMAN PROJECT | ©Nintendo, Creatures,
GAME FREAK, TV Tokyo, ShoPro, JR Kikaku. ©Pokémon. | ©Mine izak SUNRISE, TV
TOKYO, NAS, BV | ©BANDAI WiZ/TV | TOKYO 2009TeamTAMAGOTCHITV | ©2010 SAN-X CO., LTD. ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED. | ©2006 Nagaru Tanigawa Noizi Ito / a member of SOS | ©2010 SAN-X CO., LTD. ALL RIGHTS \; >
RESERVED. | ©SAKURA PRODUCTION / NIPPON ANIMATION | @Toei Animation Co., LTD. | ©GAINAX, khara/ * P / Welles St
Project Eva. | ©Nintendo, Creatures, GAME FREAK, TV Tokyo, ShoPro, JR Kikaku. ©Pokémon. | ©Mine Yoshizaki/ ¥ !
Kadokawashoten, SUNRISE, TV TOKYO, NAS, BV | ©BANDAI WiZ/TV | TOKYO 2009TeamTAMAGOTCHITV | ©2010
SAN-X CO,, LTD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. | ©2006 Nagaru Tanigawa Noizi Ito / a member of SOS
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