Sister Cities New Zealand 2021 Annual Conference
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The Sister Cites New Zealand 2021 Annual Conference was held in Wellington, New Zealand on the 15t and 16t of
April 2021. This year’s conference was particularly notable in celebrating the 40t anniversary of its establishment, and
achieved a great success with a large turnout including city mayors, city councilors, city council officials, sister city
associations as well as government officials and diplomatic corps. The participants actively engaged in discussions
regarding ethnic diversity, local authorities’ strategic approaches, economic development through sister city
relationships, and youth engagement, sharing their own perspectives and expertise with a view to further promoting
sister city exchanges and expanding sister city roles. On Day 1, the Embassy was delighted to host a lunch in which
Ambassador ITO stressed how sister city links are essential as the cornerstone of our bilateral relations, and expressed
his continued commitment to supporting the advancement of sister city activities between Japan and New Zealand.

Note: as of April 2021, Japan has 44 sister city (friendship city) relationships with New Zealand, the largest number
that New Zealand has with another country. http://www.jlgc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/NZ20190918 en.pdf
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Remarks by Ambassador ITO TaIklng with Palmerston North City Mayor Grant Smith
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