Attendance at 79th Commemoration of the Featherston Incident
by Ambassador ITO Koichi
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On 25th February 2022, Ambassador ITO was kindly invited to the 79th Commemoration of the
Featherston Incident, by Mayor Alex Beijen of South Wairarapa District. The Mayor’s warm
hospitality was gratefully received as were his efforts in the thoughtful arrangement of the
commemoration despite the circumstances. Ambassador ITO expressed his heartfelt gratitude for
the long-time contribution of people and communities in Featherston and South Wairarapa.

This is an important remembrance day for the relationship and history of Japan and New
Zealand; on this day 79 years ago, 48 Japanese soldiers and one New Zealand guard tragically lost
their lives, while many others were wounded. Despite the tragedy, however, the two countries
have worked hard since the end of the war toward reconciliation and the fostering of the mutual
respect and friendship that we enjoy today.

Our long-lasting relationship is reaching a significant milestone this year; the 70th Anniversary of
Diplomatic Relations. Ambassador ITO closed his remarks, while paying tribute to our ancestors
who were lost, with this: “With reflection and contemplation of the past, we will strive forward to
further advance our enduring relationship. ”
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Wreath laying for the Japanese victims Photo with Mayor Alex Beijen
BARANEHE~DITE of South Wairarapa District (left)
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Wreath laying for the Japanese victims
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Woreath laying for the New Zealand
victim
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Wreath laying at the camp
memorial
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From left;

H.E. Hon. Australian High Commissioner Patricia Forsythe,
South Wairarapa District Mayor Alex Beijen, and
Ambassador ITO Koichi
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