Ambassador Commendation Ceremony
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From t left: Ms Elin King, Ms Gillian Gordon, Mr Dave Stout, Ms Taeko Yoshioka Braid,
Ambassador Kobayashi, Ms Akiko Crowther, Ms Hasegawa Harumi, Ms Reiko Smithers, Ms Sue Lytollis

On 15 July 2020, Ambassador Kobayashi Hiroyasu presented Certificates of Commendation to Ms
Taeko Yoshioka Braid (Japanese translator and former Japanese liaison), Ms Sue Lytollis
(representative of the Hutt/Yoshinkan Kendo Club), Ms Elin King (former teacher of Japanese at
Awatapu College), Mr Dave Stout (Teacher of Japanese at Waiopehu College), Ms Gillian Gordon
(Teacher of Japanese at Otaki College), Ms Akiko Crowther (Founder of the Yu Yu Japanese
Calligraphy School), Ms Reiko Smithers (Teacher of Japanese at Spotswood College), and Ms
Hasegawa Harumi (Teacher of Japanese at Onslow College). The Ambassador’s Commendation is
bestowed on individuals or groups who have made outstanding contributions towards friendship
and mutual understanding between Japan and New Zealand. All awardees have put outstanding
efforts towards introducing Japanese culture and nurturing friendly relations between Japan and
New Zealand. Those from the Japanese language education sector have contributed to facilitating
the study of Japan and Japanese language by New Zealand youth, and the strengthening of nuanced
understanding of Japan and its culture. We would like to convey our most sincere congratulations to
all of our Ambassador’s Commendation recipients.
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