Foreign Minister’s Commendation Award Ceremony for Mr Ray Wallace,
Chairman of Hutt Minoh House Friendship Trust
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On 17t March 2021, Ambassador Ito presented the Foreign Minister’s Commendation Award to Mr
Ray Wallace, Chairman of Hutt Minoh House Friendship Trust. Lower Hutt City in New Zealand and
Minoh City in Osaka Prefecture formed a sister city relationship in 1995 and this year marks the 26 year
anniversary of their close ties. Mr Wallace has dedicated himself to fostering the Hutt-Minoh sister city
bonds for about a decade, including during and even after his tenure as Mayor of Lower Hutt City. As
Mayor, he initiated and oversaw a local Japanese cultural event called “Hutt Japan Day” both in 2017 and
2019, both of which were largely successful in promoting cultural exchange in Lower Hutt City. His
achievements over many years in promoting people-to-people relationships have nurtured the friendship
and goodwill between Japan and New Zealand, which has also greatly contributed to deepening the
bilateral relationship between the two nations. The Embassy of Japan will continue to support Mr
Wallace and his team members and supporters in their sister city activities and expect their continued
commitment to enriching the Hutt-Minoh sister city relationship going forward.
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Congratulatory Remarks by Ambassador Ito Remarks by Mr Ray Wallace
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Mr Ray Wallace, congratulations on receiving your award!
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