Attendance at the National Commemoration of Jayforce
on the 75t Anniversary of its Arrival in Japan
by Ambassador ITO Koichi
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On March 19 2021, Ambassador Ito attended the National Commemoration of Jayforce on
the 75% Anniversary of its arrival in Japan, hosted by the New Zealand government. Jayforce
refers to the New Zealand troops who were part of the British Commonwealth Occupation
Force deployed in Japan during the post war period. In total, more than 12,000 New Zealanders
served in Yamaguchi and Shimane prefectures. During their time in Japan, many of them
learned about Japan and Japanese culture and forged friendships with local Japanese before
finally returning to New Zealand with an appreciation of the Japanese culture and people.
Jayforce’s service in Japan is considered to have marked the beginning of the current close and
friendly relationship between Japan and New Zealand.
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