The Investiture Ceremony for Sir Maarten Wevers
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On 7t April 2021, the Embassy of Japan celebrated Sir Maarten Wevers, who was awarded with the Order
of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star by His Majesty the Emperor of Japan. This prestigious award is in
recognition of Sir Maarten’s great contributions towards the promotion, development and strengthening of
mutual understanding and friendly relations between Japan and New Zealand, in particular as the former
Ambassador of New Zealand to Japan from 1994 to 1997.

As Ambassador of New Zealand, he played a key role in successful mutual Prime Ministers’ visits, with Prime
Minister Bolger’s visit to Japan in 1996 followed by Prime Minister Hashimoto’s to New Zealand in 1997. Sir
Maarten substantially contributed to the enhancement of economic, investment and trade links between
business leaders and industries, and also to people-to-people exchange at the grassroots level. During his
service in Japan, nine sister city agreements were signed.

Sir Maarten continued his support as Chief Executive of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet
when each country was struck by earthquakes in 2011. Japan dispatched a rescue team during the
Christchurch Earthquake relief efforts, and will never forget New Zealand’s support of dispatching a rescue
team during the Great East Japan Earthquake, despite still struggling with the aftermath of the Christchurch
Earthquake.

We express our heartfelt congratulations and respect, and wish for his continued support for our bilateral
ties.
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