Global Cities New Zealand Forum 2022

Ambassador Ito attended the Global Cities New Zealand Forum 2022 on
November 10. In his remarks, he said “Sister city exchanges offer us a great
opportunity to satisfy our genuine drive to appreciate different cultures and look back
on our own. Sister city exchanges enrich our own lives. | came to believe this through
various events, including the Japan Festival Wellington organised by local people, and
my trips to many different cities throughout New Zealand, where | was able to witness
people enthusiastically engaging in exchanges with Japan. The pandemic has brought
about great progress in our virtual communications, but there are still some aspects
that can be enjoyed only in an in-person setting. Going forward, | would like you to
engage in hybrid methods that combine the in-person and virtual.”
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