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1st Japan-Pacific Island Countries and Timor-Leste Ship Rider Cooperation Program

From 6-13 August, the Japan Ministry of Defense and the Self-Defense Forces (JMOD/JSDF) invited naval officers
and coast guard officers from Pacific Island Countries to the 1st Japan-Pacific Island Countries and Timor-Leste Ship
Rider Cooperation Program on board the JS Izumo navigating near Australia. Concurrently with this programme, the

5th Japan-ASEAN Ship Rider Cooperation Program was also delivered for ASEAN member states’ invitees.

Through this programme, Japan has worked to promote capacity building, mutual understanding, and network
building with participants from invited countries through seminars and training programs in various areas, including
maritime security and Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HA/DR), while also fostering a shared
recognition about international law. This is one of the IMOD/JSDF's initiatives to realize a "free and open Indo-
Pacific".

On board the JS Izumo, the participants attended wide-ranging activities including seminars on various topics such
as UNCLOS and HA/DR, an on-board helicopter-boarding experience, presentations on maritime security by the
participants, etc. Furthermore, they experienced Japanese culture through activities including making rice balls and

Japanese workshops.

10 Pacific Island countries, including the Cook Islands to which our Embassy is accredited, participated in this

programme.



Day 0 (6 August): Boarding

Day 1 (7 August): Opening remarks by the Commanding Officer, HA/DR seminar by JMSDF, introductory seminar on the
JGSDF Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade, and a tour of the watch officer




Day 2 (8 August): Seminars on UNCLOS by JCG and JMSDF
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Day 3 (9 August): Observing a fire drill and experiencing maritime inspection training




Day 4 (10 August): Presentations by the participants on maritime security
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Day 5 (11 August): Flight on SH-60K patrol helicopter




Day 6 (12 August): Closing ceremony, group photo
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Day 7 (13 August): Conclusion of the programme
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